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NEWS SOURCES

· The heart of the news operation is NEWS DIARY. This is a compilation of info received relevant to each day. Includes reminders of events/updates for running stories (e.g. charity round Britain runners due back today or the start of public enquiry)

· INVOLVEMENT IN COMMUNITY. Local papers should know what is going on, what local people care about etc. 

· REPORTING STAFF are the eyes and ears of station – they should notice what is going on and what could make a story. Larger papers would have specialist reporters e.g. local government, industry, crime and sport.

CONTACT BOOK. Individual contacts are something reporters will build up over period of time. 

· FILES There are two types of files in a newsroom:
1.
Futures File numbered 1 to 31 and holding news releases and relevant copy for future use. Used in conjunction with diary.

2.
Archive - press cuttings/old used copy/tapes/used news releases.  

· CHECK CALLS. EMERGENCY SERVICES – 

      Fire/Police/Ambulance/   
· DOORSTEPPING

The waiting can be boring - but it gets you to the heart of the story.

· NEWS CONFERENCE.


· TIP OFFS 

1. Readers. Be aware - what they think is news is not always so. 

2. Pressure groups (inc. political parties & trade unions) - a major source of news but remember - they all have an axe to grind.

· OTHER MEDIA. 
National newspapers, broadcast media, specialist magazines. The latter can provide a story for a wider audience.

· MEDIA RELEASES (or Press Releases) 

Three types:


1. Hard News (for news room)

2. What’s on (programming)

3. dressed up as Advertisement (for the bin or possibly the sales department)
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